Agenda: Item 6

Consideration of a Clean Air Taxi Policy [ACTION]



Climate change presents sericus threats to the quality of life in San
Francisco. The impacts of rising sea levels could be potentially devastating.
Low lying areas such as San Francisco International Airport, Treasure
Island, Mission Bay, SBC and Candlestick Parks, roads, railroad tracks,
sewage treatment plants, and our marina and harbor facilities could be
threatened. We must act now to significantly reduce greenhouse gas |
emissions or we will quickly reach a point at which global warming cannot

be reversed,

That is why San Franciséo holds itself accountable for its contributions to
global warming, and is committed to dramatically reducing overall
greenhouse gas emissions to 20% below 1990 levels by 2012, The Climate Action Flan, prepared by San
Pranciscos Department of Environment and Public Utilities Comumission staff, quantifies the emissions
we are responsible for and identifies actions required to achieve emissions rollbacks.

The good news is that we can reduce the pollution that causes global warmaing by using cuerently
available technologies that also enhance economic development. We can promote energy efficiency,
renewable energy, alternatives to automeobile transportation, and recycling to help save money and create
johs that strengthen the local economy, and increase the livability of our neighborhoods.

Our actions can be an example to others, As cities across the nation make similar commitments we can
work in concert to make an envizonmental u-tuem. It is up to municipal governments to take ownership of
this critical issue when there is scant leadership coming from Washington, D.C,

We need to act now if we are going to keep San Francisco and the Bay Area a viable place fo live for
future penerations. It is our responsibility as citizens of the world.

)

Gavin Newsom

From the Mayor

b g e




TAXI COMMISSION

CITY AND COUNTY OF
MAYOR GAVIN C. NEWSOM

SAN FRANCISCO

COMMISSIONERS TELEPHONE (4185) 334-7737

PAUL GILLESPIE, PRESIDENT, ext. 3
PATRICIA BRESLIN, VICE PRESIDENT
RICHARD BENTAMIN, COMMISSIONER, #xt. 1
MALCOLM HEINICKE, COMMISSIONER, ext. 4
BRUCE OKA, COMMISSIONER, ext. 5

TOM ONETO, COMMISSIONER, ext, §

MIN PAEK, COMMISSIONER, ¢xt. 7

HEIDI MACHEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Fune 12, 2007

At the meeting of the Taxicab Commission on Tuesday, June 12, 2007 the following resolutions and
findings were adopted:

Resoluiion to Rednce, Offset, and Eliminate Greenhouse Gases in the Sap Francisco Taxi Indnstry

RESQLUTION NO. 2007-21

WEHEREAS, the San Francisco Taxi Industry is a major user of fossil fuels and producer of greenhouse
- gases ("GHG”) witha normal taxi traveling 75,00 miles per year and emitting 50 tons of GHG and the
nnmber of taxis in San Francisco increasing from 821 in 1990 fo 1431 today with total GEHIG going from

" - over 40,000 tons to over 70,000 tons per year; and

WHERFEAS, the Stern Review: The Economics of Climate Change, a 2006 study commissioned by the
British Finance Minister to assess the economic impact of climate change, states that “the scientific
evidence is now overwhelming; climate change presents very serious global risks and it demands an urgent
global response” and “the benefits of strong early action on climate change outweigh the costs;” and

WHEREAS, the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a United
Nations-sponsored assessment group founded in 1988, has stated that “there is substantial economic
potential for the mitigation of global greenhouse gas emissions over the coming decades, that could offset
the projected growth of global emissions or reduce emissions below current levels,” and specifically cited
hybrid and alternative fuel vehicles as technology that had the greatest economic potential for mitigation in

the short and medium term; and

WHEREAS, the CALIFORNIA GLOBAL WARMING SOLUTIONS ACT OF 2006 (AB-32) finds that
“alobal warming poses a serions threat to the economic well-being, public henlth, natural resources, and
the environment of California,” and caps California’s GHG emissions af 1990 levels by 2020; and

WHEREAS, in 2002 the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed, and Mayor Willic Brown signed,
Resolution 158-02 which called for a 20% reduction in overall GHG emissions in San Francisco from

1990 levels by 2012; and
WHEREAS, Mayor Gavin Newsom has been a strong advocate of clean taxis since 1998 and in 2004

issued the first city Climate Action Plan and welcomed the first hybrid taxis into an American fleet, and in
his 2006 State of the City address called for 100% of San Francisco taxis to be hybrid or alternative firel by

2011; and

WHEREAS, the San Francisco Taxi Commission has supported innovation in the San Francisco taxi
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industry such as the introduction of the Ford Escape and Toyota Prius bybrids and the Ford Crown
Victoria and Honda Civic compressed natural gas vehicles into the fleet; and

WHEREAS, hybrid vehicles save drivers thousands of dollars a year in fisel costs and reduce GHG
emissions by half and more but are often more expensive to purchase initially; and

WHEREAS, even with a 20% reduction of greenhouse gases from 1990 levels, the San Francisco taxi fleet
will still produce over 30,000 fons per year of GHQG, but by investing in renewable energy or efficiency,

the taxi industry can ofiset its GHG emissions; and

WHEREAS, vehicles using technologies like hydrogen fuel cells, biofuel electric hybrids, or electric motor
drive-'by-wh'e that would emit litte or no GHG at the tailpipe are viable and on the near horizon; and

NOW THEREFORE BEIT RESOLVED the San Francisco Taxi Commission shall adopt the necessary
rules and regulations to require that the San Francisco taxi industry redues its total GHG emissions by 50%

from current levels and 20% from 1990 levels by 2011; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that by 2015, the San Francisco Taxi Comrnission shall work to achieve
zero net carbon emissions by offsetting the total amount of GHG produced by the San Francisco taxi fleet

with an equal amount of renewable energy or energy efficiency; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that by 2020, the San Francisco Taxi Commission shall work fo achieve
zero gross GG emissions by permitting only zero emission vehicles; and . .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Taxi Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors
to enact legislation to raise the per-shift gate fee to subsidize the purchase of high-efficiency vehicles; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Taxi Commission shall create 2 wbrkhlg group not
later than September 1, 2007 to research and develop a green taxi vehicle guide listing the cleanest
available gasoline and alternative fuel vehicles available on the market today that are suitable for use as

taxis and to evaluate and suggest policies fo implement this policy; and

BE IT FURTHER‘RESOLVED, that the working group will report its findings and present its “Green Taxi
Vehicle Guide” to the Taxi Commission at the Taxi Commission’s October 23, 2007 meeting; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Taxi Commission asks that copies of this resolution be sent to all
color schemes, permit holders, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, the Municipal Transportation
Authotity, the Department of the Environment, and SFO’s Gronnd Transportation Unit.

AYES: Gillespie, Breslin, Benjmain, Oka, Pack, Heinicke, Oneto 'ABSENT: 0
NOES: 0 RECUSED: 0
Respectiully Submitted,

AN m&oﬁub,—\
Heigi Machen
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JTanuary 23, 2008

At its meeting of January 22, 2008, the Taxi Commission adopted the following resolution and findings,
including the proposed rules set forth in the resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-XX

PROVIDING THAT THE TAXI COMMISSION SHALL NOT APPROVE PLACING A VEHICLE
INTO SERVICE AS A SAN FRANCISCO TAXI AFTER JULY 1, 2008 IF THAT VEHCILE
PRODUCES GREENHOUSE GAS (GHG) EMISSIONS IN EXCESS OF THE COMMISSION'S
TARGET FOR GHG REDUCTIONS, WITH LIMITED EXEMPTIONS; REQUIRING REPORTING
BY THE TAXI COMMISSION AND BY COLOR SCHEMES; AND, URGING THE SAN
FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO INCREASE THE GATE FEE CAP FOR QUALIFYING

CLEAN AIR VEHICLES.

WHEREAS, The San Francisco taxi industry is a major user of non-renewable fossil fuels and a major
cmitter of greenhouse gases (GHG), with 1,500 vehicles traveling 135 million miles per year and
releasing roughly 75,000 tons of GHG into the atmosphere each year; and

WHEREAS, In 2002, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed and Mayor Willie Brown signed
Resolution 158-02 which called for a 20 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the City from

1990 levels by the year 2012; and

WHEREAS, In 2004, Mayor Gavin Newsom issued the San Francisco Climate Action Plan outlining
necessary steps to meet GHG reduction goals, and in his 2006 State of the City Address, called for all
taxis to be either hybrid or alternative fuel vehicles by the year 2011; and

WHEREAS, On June 12, 2007, the San Francisco Taxi Commission passed Resolution 2007-21, which
directed the Taxi Commission to adopt the necessary rules and regulations to reduce GHG emissions in
the San Francisco taxi fleet by 20 percent from 1990 levels and 50 percent of current levels by 2011, and
to work to achieve carbon offsets by 2015 and zero emission vehicles by 2020, and to appoint a working
group to examine the issue and suggest rules to implement the policy; and
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WHERFEAS, Commissioners Paul Gillespie, Richard Benjamin and Tom Oneto, along with members of
the taxi industry and the public, met as the Clean Taxi Working Group in a series of publicly-noticed
meetings during September and October 2007 to evaluate the potential of the taxi fleet to meet this goal;

and

WHEREAS, The Clean Taxi Working group made the following findings:

The average taxi travels 90,000 miles per year and that 811 taxicabs in 1990 averaged 12.5 miles
per gallon; and

Analyzing only tank-to-wheels consumption and measuring only carbon dioxide (CO,) at 19.6
pounds per gallon, the 811 taxicabs in 1990 emitted 57,224 tons of GHG per year, and a
20 percent reduction of this amount would be 45,779 tons; and

In order to meet the overall fleet GHG reduction goal of 45,779 tons, each of today’s 1,500 cabs
must, on average, emit no more than 3(.52 tons per year, or 307 grams per mile; and

Possible sources of funding for reduced emission vehicles could include raising per shift gate fees
by three to ten dollars which would raise $6,500 to $22,000 over three years, tax credits up to
$3,000 per qualifying vehicle, local air quality management district grants, and as-yet-untapped or
unidentified funds; and,

Wheelchair-accessible vehicles should be exempt from the proposed emission standard unti! such
time as a clean and accessible vehicle is available.

Now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Taxi Commission adopts the following regulations:

Beginning July 1, 2008, the Taxi Commission shall not approve the use of any vehicle being
placed into service as a San Francisco taxi that produces more than 30.52 tons of GHG per year
per vehicle, or 307 grams per mile, averaged over all the vehicles in the color scheme's fleet;

Wheelchair-accessible vehicles shall not be subject to the foregoing rule until the Taxi
Commission determines that a qualifying accessible vehicle is available;

Evety year by April 1, the Taxi Commission, in consuitation with the Department of the
Environment, shall publish on its website information concerning qualifying vehicles, available
funding incentives, and progress on implementing the goals of GHG reduction, offset and
elimmation, and any other relevant information as deemed necessary; and,

Every year by June 1, each color scheme shall submit to the Taxi Commission information on
vehicles to be replaced in the coming year and replacement plans.

And, be it
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FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Taxi Commission urges the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to
increase the average gate fee for vehicles that produce no more than 30.52 tons of GHG per year per
vehicle, or 307 grams per mile, including those placed into service prior to adoption of this resolution;

and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That upon adoption by the California Air Resources Board of regulations
regarding CO2 emissions reporting, the Taxi Commission shall reconsider and, if appropriate, amend the
emission goals incorporated in this Resolution to reflect those regulations; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Taxi Commission directs that a copy of this resolution be
transmitted to the Mayor, the Board of Supervisors, the Department of the Environment, the Municipal

Transportation Agency, the Airport Commission, and to all color schemes.

AYES: NOES:
ABSENT: RECUSED:

Respectfully submitted,

Heidi Machen
Executive Director
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