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July 24, 2008

This is to take note of praise for driver Issa Hawamdah. The
compliment was expressed by passenger Genya Erlich who called
Luxor after riding with Mr. Hawamdabh.

Ms. Erlich describes Issa as serving her “brilliantly” and urged that
he “be represented as best driver of the year.”

Happily, others have also recognized the superb quality of Mr.
Hawamdah’s work. Issa was honored at the most recent Awards
Ceremony of the San Francisco Taxi Commission, and is the

current Driver of the Year.

Congratulations to Issa Hawamdah for continuing to provide high
quality service to customers, and for projecting a strongly positive
image of Luxor Cab.

Sincerely, |
O otblore

Charles Rathbone

Operations Department

Cc: Genya Erlich; Issa Hawamdah; SF Taxicab Commission;
Paratransit Coordinating Council; John Lazar
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The Taxi Commission Chairman July 15, 2008
City Hall, San Francisco

I am one of the Taxi Driver in San Franc¢isco who is watching your deliberation on TV
with great interest. The Commission is doing a great job.

I am a bit worried about the concern and proposed measure the Commission entertained
on (7/09/08. That is about the effect of gas price on Drivers income and, may be,
increase fare or impose a Surcharge of or up to $1.00 to off-set the burden of price rise on
drivers.

Someone in the deliberation room attempted to justify the increase by saying ‘today
drivers are paying $30 or more per day than before’. Sir, this can not be true. If it is true
the problem is with gas efficiency of the cab that should be addressed immediately. The
proposed solution will sooner or later invite for more fare jacking or surcharge in future. |
rather see the Commission look into other means to increase the gas efficiency of cabs.
For example, have the cab owners improve mileage consumption of fuel; avoid junk
Spares with 250000 or more mileage from the street, etc.

Let us all share the burden and sacrifice our comfort .Cab owners can and should do a
lot that will make them more proud in the future. Please OWNERS do something.

Respectfully
Short term lease driver

SAM FRANCISTO
TAN ORI



'-://4( /? /% Ren 5

< <& i -
WAy S E R T e T cA Coo an 05¢ 7 o

-1 i - - ‘ o - / . A N ST
[ ik 6 c}}, g g/) Q/ FrUi L (<. p"; AN .r.”/ ot / / SN f/\ 4 / O"(’f’} U3y 3

ol e WA ny O R ?au/t o2 dw.

dor A A
- P i < P - y L A ,&ﬁ/l,{ { R AT A {-’L-Q,—{( Lot
Chopdmer - / ‘L.\ P s TN PN G 7 Chi Lg;f/ ?f >7

,,‘37 57 d; j)\f”\ 5 W\]J — / D }T .a?"j ‘f’:‘ f ;7,} Larwg T '“kic

-

. 7 ) - (') :,\7 “ f A - & .
j— A 4, MWJZ{'A\ + -»}-‘rm.. / La.f’.k-rt/‘\ Ao A Ot Rl s Azi,@:/k_

, .
, | , ; A Y BT - 7
. - - . e - o I A A’ % L
_/;// Y = U T ¢ ) 7}1:, 7 &2 - r7 7] -:JM ;,(_JJOL b4 C/L e i
J y 4 ]
o ( ) - b .
/j - “n ! C.x"\ \/)?_,6\/(45 %ﬁ‘ [”'\/1/‘[/ 'I,V\//’Z\-if*’f_,?: /rj.' tA [/l/ 6L‘1’/f t/( Vl_r /ﬁ L(J"’
i d - ’ o o f Vs e ; /
& ﬁ" L/\ £ 3'.3-1,,[4‘1'_/"1\ o] \,-_g;‘{’ _)""LU-L L__Z PR d“’(({.‘t__;\ 52 N ¥‘h’ = F ce Q
o
;0 s na !
-7 oy ” VAN ! Py ,)/Ff\“ W e S 7t s f/l'-"'?”'r-' {
- <5 aA vy . 1t ~Fe LD R a A A K - ,??
S

e i
= /7 CC’L"LK./\?& N

- 3 =
i bgad 2 B
‘ =

P
- oS g T = [
Ciagp LA S 7 Cobridl




and mnkad by

asgut adirees. Click
o praviovs diys.
ool

carer hexdiing for
E2iony.

Jizbieq -

tate Supreme
rules to block
bsure of
9r nzmes In

bl mizconduct

B TISE

aniedd aclicrs e

A pdit-indictment

poll Kinds Ted

s trelling in

the Jenate race by

13 ppints
FRAGE DAILY NIWS

A sHursholder
lawsglt allsges
Cosgo executives

bacidatad stock
optifr

staThs

pagri SHEER

war

d of your car,
e Bus, and
55400

ally

NTELLIGENCER

Mol prices
creage an uncertain
futue for afreraft
margifacrurers like
Bosihg

NEX PORK TIMES

MORE TOP OF THE NEWS
b4 IRELEENT

e AARERS

. . by Alon Ayckbaurn

Seattle wades into the taxi
tangle

Orlvars, at considerabie visk, have been telling
the City Councl! kow the industry really works.
The City Council Is now locking at making
taxis greensr, fairer to drivers, and better for
CUSTOMErs.

By Jean Godden

This summer's stealis fssue, a critica! subject that’s
been flying undear the local radar, is the greening of
Sdartle’s taxls and a muchneeded overhaul of The
local taxicab industry. Proposed legislatian now
before the Seattie City Council has not received a ot
of prass. But for ail &S obscurity, the taxicab overhaul
matters & great deaf for the public, for the
ervironmant, for those who drive the cabs, and for Mo e et
those licengi hadders who have invested In the

industry. The Issue, vital to the livelihoods of

severdl hundred owners and several thousand

drivers, has generated pienty of controversy at City

Hilk

Issuss address by the proposed jegislation, along
with a companion erdinance passed earfiar this
month:

+ Reguiring new cabs to go green and weat highar
per gallon mileage standards by 2013,

Yellow Cab Awpol

-

Silowing fn_r more flcenses — up 12 35 par year —
with provisicns that the new licensees must drive
those cabs at least 39 hours & wesk, 40 weeks @

year, for five years hafore Heenses can be sold. VIDEQAD BY HIXPO IAEQUERES FLASH)

Issufng of "lease raps” that sat maximum lease
rates and-thus arotect drivers from belng forced 1o

pay for expenses that, falrness tictates, should ba Story Tools
tovered by taxicab Neense cwness, rather than by B commenk saw
drivats who frequently average daly S10~512 an

hout. i 2, Lot

= Increasing annuwal city license fess, which have not ﬂ Emall
baen ralsed for & decade, to cover the cost of
regulating the industry. Seattle Chy Halk A5

o Raitlng drop and per-mile rates to capture B Crosscur RES
increasing fuel costs in a way that is fairer 10
qusiamers.

+ Working withithe Port of Seattie to resobve the lssue  Shaw this story e
of “deadheading® between the city and Sea-Tac PRI
Airpom, 56 that trips to the airpart would be ablz e o Deliclous
pick up passengers There, rather than returning i
empty.

&) oo

The cab business in Szattle is a mostly male .

industry that attracts new immigrants and refugees o £ rinwsvine

fts ranks. It Is estimated that 85 percent of Seaitle

drivers ywere bam dutside the U.5.; many licensees

also are relative neweemers, Theare are 643 ficensed Seatite cabs, adding up to 3 $70
miliion s year industry. Bur despite a clty office devoted to tax| regutation, ndt a lot of
data have been collected. One of the goals of the new legisiation is to capture solid
information and to report back ko the Seattfe City Councl about industry condltions.

Taxis are a resviated monopaly, 5o oversight is important. No Industry can ragulate itsetf
fairly; self~ragudatian inevitably errs on the sige of seif interest. Too often, low-income
cals drivers have bean subjerted 1o high lease rates and tarms by {axicab awners. While
Information on'tha balznce between owners and drivers Is mostly anecdotal, the storles
that eaunell members have heard during hearmgs are compefing. i has tzken
considerable courage for taxi drivers to stand up pukdicly and tell their steries, perhaps
Hsking their careers.



Tha legisiation pow before the councH, which Iikety
will he voted on nant month, would pravide for the
city's taxicab regularors to keld publie hearingx
and, relying on cost-of-tieing figures, set

maximum lease rates for cabs. Seattle would not ba
the first City to use lease caps L0 ensure excessive
custs sre hot passed along to drivers, Baston,
Philadelphia. New York, Minnw=apadis, and 3an
Francls¢a are among the citfas that use them,

Our goals should be to reduca our carbon Toatpring
and better serve the public and the raxi industry.
That road ta a greener, more customer-friendly
industry 15 wide apen, and the cliy ought to take
e b detisive actlon, soun.

Jzan Godden is & member of the Seattla Clty VIDEDAD BY MIXFO
Countkt, She was a columnlst and chronicler of

Seattle life for many years at both Seattfe dally
Cr arilciey af the

past B0 days with the newspapers.

mosticlicks. Toples: Sea~Tac Airpart, Transportation, Ssatde City Hal
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